
ViNO! – Wine Shop 
& International House of Travel Presents: 

Taste of Bordeaux, Loire, & Paris 

 

April 8-April 20, 2020 

 

 
 

Welcome to the French wine capital, a region that will captivate and treat you to the distinctive flavors only 
found in this region of the world.  Iconic chateaux, timeless vineyards and delicious wine tastings are plentiful 
before you experience Leonardo da Vinci’s Loire Valley followed by Paris.  This journey will offer the best of 
French culture, lifestyle, wine and food. 

Dubbed as a special “wine themed” departure, you will uncork local traditions and savor intense flavors.  
Our 7-day ship cruise through Bordeaux offers enhanced epicurean experiences included in the price of your 
trip accompanied by a Wine Host, a dedicated wine expert from a North American winery who will lead you 
through tantalizing tastings, engaging discussions and a special food and wine pairing dinner on board. 

REMINDER: Our Vino! travel groups consistently return with glowing reports about the superior quality 
accommodations, professional level winery introductions, and fabulous opportunities to learn about traditions and 
customs seldom mentioned in travel guides. We limit our travel group size to 15-18 travelers – this smaller sized tour 
group means plenty of relaxed friendly interaction.  

The price for this trip includes airfare round-trip from/to Seattle, all ground & water transportation, stays in top-rated 
hotels, breakfast every day, numerous lunches, many on-board dinners including several elegant multi-course meals, 
daily excursions with a number of professional level winery visits, an awesome introduction to these famous regions of 
France, and free time to explore on your own. Vino!’s John Allen will serve as your wine and quasi-travel guide 
throughout the trip along with our own local guides, motorcoach and driver.  Travel insurance is recommended. 

You can get the most immediate answers to your questions by contacting our arranger for this tour, Val Day, owner 
of International House of Travel. She is always eager to answer any questions you may have. Here is her contact 
information:  
 
CONTACT: Val Day, International House of Travel  
PO Box 488 St. Maries, ID 83861  
Call Val at 509-991-8334 or 208-245-8687 OR   Email: Val@internationalhouseoftravel.com 

mailto:Val@internationalhouseoftravel.com


PROPOSED ITINERARY 

Day 1:  Departure from Seattle with overnight flight to Bordeaux.  

Day 2:  Arrival in Bordeaux.   Transfer to your floating hotel, AMA Waterways AmaDolce.  This ship offers 

spacious 170 sq. ft of stateroom with either window or French balconies to enjoy the easy of cruising along the 

Garonne and Dordogne Rivers.   

Day 3:  Libourne Take in the romance of Bordeaux before docking in Libourne, a gateway to Saint Emilion, 

known for celebrated vineyards.  Enjoy a Grand Cru Classe’ wine tasting at a local chateau.  You may choose to 

pedal through the countryside to Saint-Emilion and then be rewarded with that wine tasting experience. 

Day 4:  Libourne-Blaye.  Stroll through colorful, open-air markets and taste regional specialties.  You may even 

choose to participate in an invigorating bike tour or hike through one of Lisbourne’s renowned vineyards.  

Later set sail for Blaye. 

Day 5:  Blaye-Bourg  This morning you have some choices of joining a tour of a 17th century citadel, a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site or take a bike ride through the idyllic French countryside to Bourg.  Later in the day you 

will experience the hospitality of this charming medieval village with an exclusive wine festival complete with 

live French music and dancing.  Of course there will be wine tastings that day. 

Day 6:  Pauillac:  Pauillac is a gateway to the famed Medoc region, renowned for producing some of the 

world’s finest Bordeaux wines.  You will see famous wine estates, including Chateau Latour, Chateau Mouton 

Rothschild and Chateau Pichon Longueville.  Then you will visit either Chateau Gruaud Larose of Chateau 

Leoville Poyferre’ for a tasting of Grand Cru wines. 

Day 7:  Cadillac:  Visit the impressive Castle of Roquetaillade, an amazingly preserved masterpiece of medieval 

military architecture owned by the same noble family for 700 years and travel to the Sauternes wine region to 

either Chateau de Rayne Vigneau or Chateau Guiraud to taste the highly prized golden-hued sweet wines 

produced here.  In the evening you will enjoy a spectacular illumination cruise, gazing at the iconic structures 

of Bordeaux as they glow against the night sky. 

Day 8:  Bordeaux  The breathtaking capital of the wine world, Bordeaux is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 

classified as a “City of Art and History”.   You will experience much of the rich culture and architecture on a city 

tour followed by a visit to the immersive Bordeaux Wine Museum, housed in an awe-inspiring building.   

Day 9:  Loire Valley   Say goodbye to your sailing vessel and head out to the beautiful region of Loire Valley 

with regal chateaux.  Travel inland into the region of the Touraine, Vouvray -an area that enjoys a warm, 

continental climate which also brings the beloved noble rot.  You will learn how both soil and climate play key 

roles in this area and enjoy a visit and tasting at Domaine Champalou.  Lunch is included at a local restaurant 

enroute and at the end of the day you will be delivered to your hotel for the next two nights. 

Day 10:  Amboise Market, more chateaux and wine tastings:  Every Friday the market takes place on the Loire 

River banks in Amboise and we planned the trip to take in this fun event.  John is working on several wineries 

and as our plans evolve, we will share with you just exactly what wonderful wines you will have the pleasure 

of tasting.   

  



Day 11:  Amboise Castle, Clos Luce, Paris:  Check out of the hotel and enjoy a private guided tour of the Royal 

Castle of Amboise, built in the 15th & 16th centuries.  Then you will visit the Clos Luce’, Leonardo da Vinci’s last 

residence with gardens and grounds that display his inventions, a beautiful tribute to a genius.  Continue by 

private coach to Paris and check into hotel.  Enjoy the City of Lights this evening.   

 

Day 12:  FREE day in Paris:  Enjoy this magnificent city and take in whatever sites you wish to see.  Later this 

evening enjoy a special Farewell Gourmet dinner on board a Seine River Cruise.  You will see the iconic views 

of Paris – Notre-Dame Cathedral, the Orsay Museum and the Eiffel Tower – and the late twilight of Paris. 

Day 13:  Departure  Transfer to the airport.  Bid farewell to Paris and enjoy your flight home.  

  



Taste of  Bordeaux, Loire Valley, & Paris 
April 8 – April 20, 2020 

Tour Escorted by: John Allen – ViNO!  
Arrangements handled by Val Day-International House of Travel 

 

For reservations contact Val at 509-991-8334  

email:val@internationalhouseoftravel.com 

 
Your reservation is confirmed with your $1600 per person deposit – of which $900 is non-refundable   Final 

payment will be due no later than Jan 3, 2020.   

(Pay additional $1000 now and Save $300 p/p to guarantee lower airfare. Air is non-refundable.) 

 

Clearly print your name EXACTLY as it appears on your passport.  Changes are costly. 

 

First___________________M___________________Last______________________ 

 

Address:________________City________________State________Zip___________ 

 

Phone__________________email__________________________________________ 

 

Gender   ( ) Male   ( ) Female    Date of Birth:  (month/day/year)   ___/___/______ 

 

Rooming with: 

First___________________________M________________Last_____________________ 

 

Total Pricing: based on double occupancy for both ship and land accommodations 

Ship Cabin Category:  (  ) S - $9231   (  )  A+ - $9031   (  ) A - $8031   (  ) B - $7931    (  ) D - $7031 

All are French balcony staterooms with exception of Cat. D ocean view / window 

Single supplement, ADD this much to the selected cabin category above  

(Includes addition for cruise supplement and addition for land supplement): 

Ship Cabin Category:  (  ) S - $6506   (  ) A - $2857   (  ) B - $2807 (  ) D - $1380 

 

Cancellation Policy:  If you find it necessary to cancel your trip, you should notify International House of 

Travel in writing or by email immediately.  Deposits are not refundable.  If cancellations are made on or after 

the final due date, no money will be refunded.  Please understand that because this is a small group and a 

custom itinerary, the pricing is based on the number of participants and cancellations may jeopardize the pricing 

for the rest of the group.  Therefore, we regret that we cannot make exceptions for personal emergencies.  For 

this reason we strongly recommend you consider purchasing the offered insurance at $582-714 per person. 

Rates vary by cabin rate. 

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE    (   ) Yes, I wish to purchase travel protection $      (   ) No, I decline 

 

Signature_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Pricing is based on cash/check.  Payment by credit card will incur a 4% merchant fee. 

 

THANK YOU, we look forward to working with you on this unique wine vacation!! 

 

mailto:val@internationalhouseoftravel.com

